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         October 11, 2015 
 

 
Dear Ms. Toohey,  

 
I would like to add an embedded honor’s section to my lecture course, Political 
Science 4305, “International Theory,” which I teach every spring.  (Please see 

the attached draft syllabi of both 4305 and 4305E). 
 
My rationale is three-fold.  First, I recently learned that relatively few honors 

students have taken the regular version of 4305, and that this is because they 
have little incentive to do so, given the constraints of their program.  As such, 

this would be a way both to give the honors students more courses from which 
to choose and also to boost enrollment in the course, which since the semester 
conversion has usually drawn between 60 and 70 students but could easily 

accommodate more.  Second, and more importantly, as part of my contract I 
have a 50% course reduction and as such only teach one undergraduate 

course per year, and so because of departmental pressures to maximize 
enrollments I have tried to do my part by always teaching a lecture course.  
The result however is that I have not taught an honors seminar in nine years.  

This has meant that I have had very little exposure to the honors population, 
and I believe that this has in turn contributed to the very few B.A. theses I have 

advised – less than one per year, a number that I would be happy to increase 
as part of the department’s recent effort to encourage undergraduate research.  
Third, a lecture course affords me little opportunity for sustained one-on-one 

interaction with undergraduates.  This is something I very much miss, and 
would be addressed at least in part by having a few more honors students in 
this course. 

 
The format I propose for the course would have the embedded students attend 

all of the lectures and also complete two of the three in-class exams that the 
non-honors students are required to take – the second midterm and the final.  
In place of the first midterm – which covers the only part of the course that, in 

my experience, is relatively familiar for most of the students – the honors 
students would submit a proposal and bibliography for a 15 page paper that 
would be due at the end of the semester (there is no paper requirement for 

non-honors students; just the exams).  I am very open to the content and 
structure of these papers, which would be individualized to each student’s 

interests and thus negotiated with me early in the semester.  The only 
requirement is that they have something to do with international theory, 
broadly defined. 

 
However, my hope is that the students will use these papers to lay the 

foundations for or incubate an idea for a larger research paper (whether B.A. 
thesis or not) down the road.  As such, I expect that these papers are likely to 
take one of two main forms:  a) students with no background in the area of 
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their idea might identify and write a critical review of relevant scholarship, to 
help them define what unique argument or contribution they might develop 

later; or b) students who already have a sense of the relevant literature could 
write a stand-alone, self-contained argument that covered some piece of their 

larger project.  In both cases students would be expected to do outside reading 
pertaining to their papers, on the order of magnitude of perhaps 10 article-
equivalents.   

 
The research paper requirement is designed to ensure additional contact hours 
with me, the instructor (not with my TA, who would have no special role to play 

with the embedded students).  Although the number is hard to predict prior to 
any experience with the new format, my assumption is that the students would 

get the same extra attention received by the Ph.D. students taking my graduate 
seminar, or perhaps 5-7 hours per student per term – and hopefully beyond.  
Individual brainstorming meetings with me would be held on a weekly basis 

early in the semester, followed by an intensive discussion (perhaps as a group 
if there is sufficient substantive overlap) of their paper proposals, and then 

further meetings would be held afterward whenever a student felt that s/he 
needed individual input from me.  I will also let the students know that if they 
get their papers done in a timely fashion, then I will also be happy to read and 

comment on a draft before they submit the final version for a grade. 
 
Regarding grading, in contrast to the grading of non-honors students in-class 

exams, which is always done by my TA, I would personally grade the midterm 
and final exam of the embedded students, and of course their final paper as 

well. 
 
If there is anything else I might add please do not hesitate to contact me at 

wendt.23@osu.edu. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 

Alexander Wendt 
Professor of Political Science and 
Mershon Professor of International Security 

 

 

mailto:wendt.23@osu.edu
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INTERNATIONAL THEORY 

(DRAFT) 
Political Science 4305E 

Spring 2016 
 

 

Instructor     Teaching Assistant 
 
Alexander Wendt      

        
Office: 2180 Derby Hall &  Office:   

  Mershon 204C  
 
Office Hrs: TR 3:45+ and by apt.    

 
 

Email: wendt.23@osu.edu  Email: 

 
 

Course Description 
 

‘International theory’ is concerned with theoretical reflection on the 
explanatory, ethical, and legal aspects of international politics.  In this 
course we will focus initially on the explanatory aspect, but with growing 

emphasis on ethics and law as the semester progresses.  Part I deals 
with the traditional problem of international life, of maintaining peace in 
an anarchic system among states relatively equal in power.  Part II calls 

the assumption of anarchy into question by looking at hierarchical 
structures in the international system between the North and South.  

Part III addresses the rise of the individual as a subject of world politics, 
and especially the ethical challenges of global governance that this 
creates.  Throughout, an effort will be made to illustrate the relevance of 

theoretical debates for the real world, but in the end this is a course 
about ideas not information, and students will be evaluated accordingly. 

 

Requirements 
 
There are no books for this class, only articles and chapters available on 

Carmen.  Students are responsible for all readings on the syllabus. 
 
Honors students will be responsible for two of the three regular in-class 

closed-book exams, the second midterm and the final, each worth 1/3 of 
your final grade.  In place of the first midterm honors students will turn 

in the proposal and bibliography for their 15 page paper (also 1/3 of the 

mailto:wendt.23@osu.edu
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final grade), which will be due at the end of the semester.  The details of 
this paper will be individualized and negotiated with the instructor. 

 
Class attendance is strongly recommended.  Participation in class is 

encouraged but not required; however, at the end of the course students 
who are on the boundary between two grades (e.g. B+/A-) and have 
contributed regularly to discussion will be bumped upward. 

 

Required Statement on Academic Misconduct 
 
I expect all of your work in this course to be your own.  Any cases of 

cheating or plagiarism will be reported to the university’s Committee on 
Academic Misconduct, which investigates or establishes procedures for 

the investigation of all reported cases of student academic misconduct. 
The term “academic misconduct” includes all forms of wrongdoing 
wherever committed; illustrated by, but not limited to, plagiarism and 

dishonest practices in connection with examinations. For additional 
information, see the Code of Student Conduct 
(http://studentaffairs.osu.edu/info_for_students/csc.asp). 

 

Disability Services 
 

If you need an accommodation based on a disability, contact me to 
arrange an appointment as soon as possible.  I rely on the Office for 
Disability Services for assistance in developing accommodation 

strategies.  It is located in 150 Pomerene Hall, 1760 Neil Avenue; 
telephone 292-3307, TDD 292-0901; (http://www.ods.ohio-state.edu). 
 

 
 

CALENDAR 
 

T Jan 12:  Course Introduction 

 
ANARCHY 

 

R Jan 14:  Sovereignty and the Problem of Order 
 

Krasner, Stephen (2001) – “Abiding Sovereignty,” International 
Political Science Review, 22(3), 229-251 

 

Milner, Helen (1991) – “The Assumption of Anarchy in 
International Relations Theory: A Critique,” Review of 
International Studies, 17(1), 67-85 

http://studentaffairs.osu.edu/info_for_students/csc.asp
http://www.ods.ohio-state.edu/


 3 

 

T Jan 19:  Realism and the Balance of Power 
 

Donnelly, Jack (2005) – “Realism,” in Scott Burchill, et al., Theories 
of International Relations, 3rd ed., New York:  Palgrave, pp. 

29-54 
 
Waltz, Kenneth (1988) – “The Origins of War in Neorealist Theory,” 

Journal of Interdisciplinary History, 18(4), 615-628 
 

Mearsheimer, John (1994/5) – “The False Promise of International 
Institutions,” International Security, 19(3), 5-49 

 
R Jan 21:  Liberalism and the Democratic Peace   
 

Burchill, Scott (2005) – “Liberalism,” in Scott Burchill, et al., 
Theories of International Relations, 3rd ed., New York:  

Palgrave, pp. 55-83 
 
Doyle, Michael (1986) – “Liberalism and World Politics,” American 

Political Science Review, 80(4), 1151-1169 

 
T Jan 26:  Neo-Liberal Institutionalism 
 

Stein, Arthur (1982) – “Coordination and Collaboration:  Regimes 
in an Anarchic World,” International Organization, 36(2), 

299-324 
 
Keohane, Robert and Lisa Martin (1995) – “The Promise of 

Institutionalist Theory,” International Security, 20(1), 39-51 

 
R Jan 28:  Constructivism and the Power of Ideas 
 

Wendt, Alexander (1995) – “Constructing International Politics,” 

International Security, 20(1), 71-81 
 

Wendt, Alexander (1992) – “Anarchy is What States Make of It,” 
International Organization, 46(1), 391-425 

 
T Feb 2:  Case Study I:  The Institution of Sovereignty 
 

Hurd, Ian (1999) – “Legitimacy and Authority in International 
Politics,” International Organization, 53(2), 379-408 
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Mearsheimer, John (1995) – “A Realist Reply,” International 
Security, 20(1), 82-93 

 

R Feb 4:  Case Study II:  The Rise of China 
 

Mearsheimer, John (2010) – “The Gathering Storm: China’s 
Challenge to US Power in Asia,” Chinese Journal of 
International Politics, 3, 381-396 

 
Glaser, Charles (2011) – “Will China’s Rise Lead to War?  Why 

Realism Does Not Mean Pessimism,” Foreign Affairs, 90(2), 
80-91 

 
Pan, Chengxin (2004) – “The ‘China Threat’ in American Self-

Imagination:  The Discursive Construction of Other as Power 

Politics,” Alternatives, 29, 305-331 
 

T Feb 9:  Non-Honors Review Session; No Class for Honors 
Students 

 
R Feb 11:  Paper Proposal and Bibliography Due 
 

HIERARCHY 
 

T Feb 16:  The Four Faces of Power 
 

Lukes, Steven (1974) – Power: A Radical View, chapters 1-4, 

London: MacMillan, pp. 9-25 
 
ADD PIECE ON 4TH FACE? 

 

R Feb 18:  Hegemony, Unipolarity or Empire? 
 

Ikenberry, G. John, Michael Mastanduno and William Wohlforth 

(2009) – “Unipolarity, State Behavior, and Systemic 
Consequences,” World Politics, 61(1), 1- 27 

 
Cox, Michael (2005) – “Empire by Denial:  The Strange Case of the 

United States,” International Affairs, 81(1), 15-30 

 
Puchala, Donald (2005) – “World Hegemony and the United 

Nations,” International Studies Review, 7, 571-584 
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T Feb 23:  Nuclear Hierarchy and the NPT 
 

Sagan, Scott (1996/7) – “Why Do States Build Nuclear Weapons?” 
International Security, 21(3), 54-86 

 
Karp, Regina (2012) – “Nuclear Disarmament: Should America 

Lead?” Political Science Quarterly, 127, 47-71 

 

R Feb 25:  The Standard of Civilization and Rogue States 

 

Fidler, David (2001) – “The Return of the Standard of Civilization,” 
Chicago Journal of International Law, 2, 137-157 

 

ONE READING TO BE ANNOUNCED 
 

T Mar 1:  Citizenship, Immigration, and Global Apartheid? 
 

Shachar, Ayelet (2007) – “The Worth of Citizenship in an Unequal 
World,” Theoretical Inquiries in Law, 8(2), 367-388 

 
Carens, Joseph (2003) – “Who Should Get In?  The Ethics of 

Immigration Admissions,” Ethics and International Affairs, 
17(1), 95-110 

 

ADD ARTICLE ON RACE AND IR 
 

R Mar 3:  Development and Resistance 
 

Birdsall, Nancy and Francis Fukuyama (2011) – “The Post-
Washington Consensus,” Foreign Affairs, 90(2), 45-53 

 
ADD PIECE ON DEVELOPMENT DISCOURSE AS 4th FACE POWER 
 

Matthews, Sally (2004) – “Post-Development Theory and the 
Question of Alternatives: A View from Africa,” Third World 
Quarterly, 25(2), 373-384 

 

T Mar 8:  Midterm Review Session 
 

R Mar 10:  Midterm I 
 

T Mar 15/R Mar 17:  No Class – Spring Break 
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JUSTICE 
 
T Mar 22:  The Cosmopolitan/Communitarian Debate 
 

Kleingeld, Pauline and Eric Brown (2013) – “Cosmopolitanism,” 

Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy, pp. 1-24 
 
Calhoun, Craig (2008) – “Cosmopolitanism in the Modern Social 

Imaginary,” Daedalus, Summer, 105-114 
 

Miller, David (2002) – “Cosmopolitanism:  A Critique,” Critical 
Review of International Social and Political Philosophy, 5(3), 

80-85 
 

R Mar 24:  Global Distributive Justice 
 

Miller, David (2008) – “National Responsibility and Global Justice,” 
Critical Review of International Social and Political Philosophy, 

11(4), 383-399 
 
Pogge, Thomas (2005) – “World Poverty and Human Rights,” Ethics 

and International Affairs, 19(1), 1-7 
 

T Mar 29:  NEW LECTURE ON CLIMATE CHANGE 
 
R Mar 31:  Human Security and the Responsibility to 

Protect 
 
Nasu, Hitoshi (2013) – “The Place of Human Security in Collective 

Security,” Journal of Conflict and Security Law, 18(1), 95-129 

 
Glanville, Luke (2010) – “The International Community’s 

Responsibility to Protect,” Global Responsibility to Protect, 2, 
287-306 

 

T Apr 5:  Just War Revisionism and National Defense 

 
Rodin, David (2004) – “War and Self-Defense,” Ethics and 

International Affairs, 18(1), 63-68 

 
Cheyney, Ryan (2004) – “Self-Defense and the Obligations to Kill 

and to Die,” Ethics and International Affairs, 18(1), 69-74 
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McMahan, Jeff (2004) – “War as Self-Defense,” Ethics and 
International Affairs, 18(1), 75-80 

 
Teson, Fernando (2004) – “Self-Defense in International Law and 

Rights of Persons,” Ethics and International Affairs, 18(1), 87-
91 

 
Rodin, David (2004) – “Beyond National Defense,” Ethics and 

International Affairs, 18(1), 93-98 

 

R Apr 7:  Drones and Targeted Killing 
 

Bachmann, Sascha (2013) – “Targeted Killings: Contemporary 
Challenges, Risks, and Opportunities,” Journal of Conflict 
and Security Law, 18(2), 259-288 

 
Brunstetter, Daniel and Megan Braun (2011) – “The Implications of 

Drones on the Just War Tradition,” Ethics and International 
Affairs, 25(3), 337-358 

 
T Apr 12:  The Rise of International Criminal Law 
 

Birdsall, Andrea (2010) – “The ‘Monster that We Need to Slay’?  
Global Governance, the United States, and the International 

Criminal Court,” Global Governance, 16, 451-469 
 

ADD PIECE ON IDEA OF CRIMES AGAINST HUMANITY? 
 
Van der Wilt, Harmen (2011) – “Universal Jurisdiction under 

Attack,” Journal of International Criminal Justice, 9, 1043-
1066 

 

R Apr 14:  Democratic Deficits and Global Democracy 

 
Kaldor, Mary (2003) – “The Idea of Global Civil Society,” 

International Affairs, 79(3), 583-593 
 

Dahl, Robert (1999) – “Can International Organizations Be 
Democratic? A Skeptic’s View,” in I. Shapiro and C. Hacker-
Cordon, eds., Democracy’s Edges, Cambridge University 

Press, pp. 19-36 
 

Whelan, Frederick (1983) – “Prologue: Democratic Theory and the 
Boundary Problem,” in J. Pennock and J. Chapman, eds., 
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Liberal Democracy, New York University Press, pp. 13-28 
(note that this is only the first half of Whelan’s chapter) 

 

T Apr 19:  Why a World State is Inevitable 
 

Ellis, David (2009) – “On the Possibility of ‘International 
Community’,” International Studies Review, 11, 1-26 

 

Cabrera, Luis (2010) – “World Government: Renewed Debate, 
Persistent Challenges,” European Journal of International 
Relations, 16(3), 511-530 

 

R Apr 21:  Final Exam Review Session 

 

Final Exam:  
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INTERNATIONAL THEORY 
(DRAFT) 

Political Science 4305 
Spring 2016 

 
 

Instructor     Teaching Assistant 
 

Alexander Wendt      
        

Office: 2180 Derby Hall &  Office:   
  Mershon 204C  
 

Office Hrs: TR 3:45+ and by apt.    
 
 

Email: wendt.23@osu.edu  Email: 

 
 

Course Description 
 

‘International theory’ is concerned with theoretical reflection on the 
explanatory, ethical, and legal aspects of international politics.  In this 

course we will focus initially on the explanatory aspect, but with growing 
emphasis on ethics and law as the semester progresses.  Part I deals 
with the traditional problem of international life, of maintaining peace in 

an anarchic system among states relatively equal in power.  Part II calls 
the assumption of anarchy into question by looking at hierarchical 

structures in the international system between the North and South.  
Part III addresses the rise of the individual as a subject of world politics, 
and especially the ethical challenges of global governance that this 

creates.  Throughout, an effort will be made to illustrate the relevance of 
theoretical debates for the real world, but in the end this is a course 
about ideas not information, and students will be evaluated accordingly. 

 

Requirements 
 

There are no books for this class, only articles and chapters available on 
Carmen.  Students are responsible for all readings on the syllabus. 
 

There will be three in-class closed-book exams, two midterms and a final, 
each worth 1/3 of your final grade.  Review sheets will be distributed one 
week before each exam.   

 

mailto:wendt.23@osu.edu
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Class attendance is strongly recommended.  Participation in class is 
encouraged but not required; however, at the end of the course students 

who are on the boundary between two grades (e.g. B+/A-) and have 
contributed regularly to discussion will be bumped upward. 

 

Required Statement on Academic Misconduct 
 
I expect all of your work in this course to be your own.  Any cases of 

cheating or plagiarism will be reported to the university’s Committee on 
Academic Misconduct, which investigates or establishes procedures for 
the investigation of all reported cases of student academic misconduct. 

The term “academic misconduct” includes all forms of wrongdoing 
wherever committed; illustrated by, but not limited to, plagiarism and 

dishonest practices in connection with examinations. For additional 
information, see the Code of Student Conduct 
(http://studentaffairs.osu.edu/info_for_students/csc.asp). 

 

Disability Services 
 
If you need an accommodation based on a disability, contact me to 

arrange an appointment as soon as possible.  I rely on the Office for 
Disability Services for assistance in developing accommodation 

strategies.  It is located in 150 Pomerene Hall, 1760 Neil Avenue; 
telephone 292-3307, TDD 292-0901; (http://www.ods.ohio-state.edu). 
 

 
 

CALENDAR 
 

T Jan 12:  Course Introduction 

 
ANARCHY 

 

R Jan 14:  Sovereignty and the Problem of Order 
 

Krasner, Stephen (2001) – “Abiding Sovereignty,” International 

Political Science Review, 22(3), 229-251 
 

Milner, Helen (1991) – “The Assumption of Anarchy in 
International Relations Theory: A Critique,” Review of 
International Studies, 17(1), 67-85 

 
 

 

http://studentaffairs.osu.edu/info_for_students/csc.asp
http://www.ods.ohio-state.edu/
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T Jan 19:  Realism and the Balance of Power 
 

Donnelly, Jack (2005) – “Realism,” in Scott Burchill, et al., Theories 
of International Relations, 3rd ed., New York:  Palgrave, pp. 
29-54 

 
Waltz, Kenneth (1988) – “The Origins of War in Neorealist Theory,” 

Journal of Interdisciplinary History, 18(4), 615-628 

 
Mearsheimer, John (1994/5) – “The False Promise of International 

Institutions,” International Security, 19(3), 5-49 

 
R Jan 21:  Liberalism and the Democratic Peace   
 

Burchill, Scott (2005) – “Liberalism,” in Scott Burchill, et al., 

Theories of International Relations, 3rd ed., New York:  
Palgrave, pp. 55-83 

 
Doyle, Michael (1986) – “Liberalism and World Politics,” American 

Political Science Review, 80(4), 1151-1169 

 
T Jan 26:  Neo-Liberal Institutionalism 
 

Stein, Arthur (1982) – “Coordination and Collaboration:  Regimes 

in an Anarchic World,” International Organization, 36(2), 
299-324 

 
Keohane, Robert and Lisa Martin (1995) – “The Promise of 

Institutionalist Theory,” International Security, 20(1), 39-51 

 
R Jan 28:  Constructivism and the Power of Ideas 
 

Wendt, Alexander (1995) – “Constructing International Politics,” 
International Security, 20(1), 71-81 

 
Wendt, Alexander (1992) – “Anarchy is What States Make of It,” 

International Organization, 46(1), 391-425 

 
T Feb 2:  Case Study I:  The Institution of Sovereignty 
 

Hurd, Ian (1999) – “Legitimacy and Authority in International 

Politics,” International Organization, 53(2), 379-408 
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Mearsheimer, John (1995) – “A Realist Reply,” International 
Security, 20(1), 82-93 

 

R Feb 4:  Case Study II:  The Rise of China 
 

Mearsheimer, John (2010) – “The Gathering Storm: China’s 
Challenge to US Power in Asia,” Chinese Journal of 
International Politics, 3, 381-396 

 
Glaser, Charles (2011) – “Will China’s Rise Lead to War?  Why 

Realism Does Not Mean Pessimism,” Foreign Affairs, 90(2), 
80-91 

 
Pan, Chengxin (2004) – “The ‘China Threat’ in American Self-

Imagination:  The Discursive Construction of Other as Power 

Politics,” Alternatives, 29, 305-331 
 

T Feb 9:  Midterm Review Session 
 
R Feb 11:  Midterm I 
 

HIERARCHY 
 

T Feb 16:  The Four Faces of Power 
 

Lukes, Steven (1974) – Power: A Radical View, chapters 1-4, 

London: MacMillan, pp. 9-25 
 
ADD PIECE ON 4TH FACE? 

 

R Feb 18:  Hegemony, Unipolarity or Empire? 
 

Ikenberry, G. John, Michael Mastanduno and William Wohlforth 

(2009) – “Unipolarity, State Behavior, and Systemic 
Consequences,” World Politics, 61(1), 1- 27 

 
Cox, Michael (2005) – “Empire by Denial:  The Strange Case of the 

United States,” International Affairs, 81(1), 15-30 

 
Puchala, Donald (2005) – “World Hegemony and the United 

Nations,” International Studies Review, 7, 571-584 
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T Feb 23:  Nuclear Hierarchy and the NPT 
 

Sagan, Scott (1996/7) – “Why Do States Build Nuclear Weapons?” 

International Security, 21(3), 54-86 
 

Karp, Regina (2012) – “Nuclear Disarmament: Should America 
Lead?” Political Science Quarterly, 127, 47-71 

 

R Feb 25:  The Standard of Civilization and Rogue States 

 
Fidler, David (2001) – “The Return of the Standard of Civilization,” 

Chicago Journal of International Law, 2, 137-157 
 
ONE READING TO BE ANNOUNCED 

 

T Mar 1:  Citizenship, Immigration, and Global Apartheid? 
 

Shachar, Ayelet (2007) – “The Worth of Citizenship in an Unequal 

World,” Theoretical Inquiries in Law, 8(2), 367-388 
 

Carens, Joseph (2003) – “Who Should Get In?  The Ethics of 
Immigration Admissions,” Ethics and International Affairs, 

17(1), 95-110 
 
ADD ONE ARTICLE ON RACE AND IR 

 

R Mar 3:  Development and Resistance 
 

Birdsall, Nancy and Francis Fukuyama (2011) – “The Post-

Washington Consensus,” Foreign Affairs, 90(2), 45-53 
 

ADD PIECE ON DEVELOPMENT DISCOURSE AS 4th FACE POWER 
 
Matthews, Sally (2004) – “Post-Development Theory and the 

Question of Alternatives: A View from Africa,” Third World 
Quarterly, 25(2), 373-384 

 

T Mar 8:  Midterm Review Session 
 

R Mar 10:  Midterm II 
 

T Mar 15/R Mar 17:  No Class – Spring Break 
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JUSTICE 
 
T Mar 22:  The Cosmopolitan/Communitarian Debate 
 

Kleingeld, Pauline and Eric Brown (2013) – “Cosmopolitanism,” 

Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy, pp. 1-24 
 
Calhoun, Craig (2008) – “Cosmopolitanism in the Modern Social 

Imaginary,” Daedalus, Summer, 105-114 
 

Miller, David (2002) – “Cosmopolitanism:  A Critique,” Critical 
Review of International Social and Political Philosophy, 5(3), 

80-85 
 

R Mar 24:  Global Distributive Justice 
 

Miller, David (2008) – “National Responsibility and Global Justice,” 
Critical Review of International Social and Political Philosophy, 

11(4), 383-399 
 
Pogge, Thomas (2005) – “World Poverty and Human Rights,” Ethics 

and International Affairs, 19(1), 1-7 
 

T Mar 29:  NEW LECTURE ON CLIMATE CHANGE 
 
R Mar 31:  Human Security and the Responsibility to 

Protect 
 
Nasu, Hitoshi (2013) – “The Place of Human Security in Collective 

Security,” Journal of Conflict and Security Law, 18(1), 95-129 

 
Glanville, Luke (2010) – “The International Community’s 

Responsibility to Protect,” Global Responsibility to Protect, 2, 
287-306 

 

T Apr 5:  Just War Revisionism and National Defense 

 
Rodin, David (2004) – “War and Self-Defense,” Ethics and 

International Affairs, 18(1), 63-68 

 
Cheyney, Ryan (2004) – “Self-Defense and the Obligations to Kill 

and to Die,” Ethics and International Affairs, 18(1), 69-74 

 



 7 

McMahan, Jeff (2004) – “War as Self-Defense,” Ethics and 
International Affairs, 18(1), 75-80 

 
Teson, Fernando (2004) – “Self-Defense in International Law and 

Rights of Persons,” Ethics and International Affairs, 18(1), 87-
91 

 
Rodin, David (2004) – “Beyond National Defense,” Ethics and 

International Affairs, 18(1), 93-98 

 

R Apr 7:  Drones and Targeted Killing 
 

Bachmann, Sascha (2013) – “Targeted Killings: Contemporary 
Challenges, Risks, and Opportunities,” Journal of Conflict 
and Security Law, 18(2), 259-288 

 
Brunstetter, Daniel and Megan Braun (2011) – “The Implications of 

Drones on the Just War Tradition,” Ethics and International 
Affairs, 25(3), 337-358 

 
T Apr 12:  The Rise of International Criminal Law 
 

Birdsall, Andrea (2010) – “The ‘Monster that We Need to Slay’?  
Global Governance, the United States, and the International 

Criminal Court,” Global Governance, 16, 451-469 
 

ADD PIECE ON IDEA OF CRIMES AGAINST HUMANITY 
 
Van der Wilt, Harmen (2011) – “Universal Jurisdiction under 

Attack,” Journal of International Criminal Justice, 9, 1043-
1066 

 

R Apr 14:  Democratic Deficits and Global Democracy 

 
Kaldor, Mary (2003) – “The Idea of Global Civil Society,” 

International Affairs, 79(3), 583-593 
 

Dahl, Robert (1999) – “Can International Organizations Be 
Democratic? A Skeptic’s View,” in I. Shapiro and C. Hacker-
Cordon, eds., Democracy’s Edges, Cambridge University 

Press, pp. 19-36 
 

Whelan, Frederick (1983) – “Prologue: Democratic Theory and the 
Boundary Problem,” in J. Pennock and J. Chapman, eds., 



 8 

Liberal Democracy, New York University Press, pp. 13-28 
(note that this is only the first half of Whelan’s chapter) 

 

T Apr 19:  Why a World State is Inevitable 
 

Ellis, David (2009) – “On the Possibility of ‘International 
Community’,” International Studies Review, 11, 1-26 

 

Cabrera, Luis (2010) – “World Government: Renewed Debate, 
Persistent Challenges,” European Journal of International 
Relations, 16(3), 511-530 

 

R Apr 21:  Final Exam Review Session 

 

Final Exam:  
 



Curriculum Map: How and at what level do program courses facilitate student attainment of 

program learning goals?  

 

Program Learning Goals: 

 

Political science is the study of public power:  its mobilization, exercise, and transformation by 

governments, political parties, interest groups, and mass behavior.  Political scientists examine the 

causes and effects of political power and institutions in decision-making and governance at various 

levels, from the local to the global.  We employ both scientific and humanistic perspectives and a variety 

of methodological approaches to analyze political structures and processes in all regions of the world. 

Majors in political science are expected to: 

1. Acquire basic knowledge across the four major fields of political science—American 
Politics, Comparative Politics, International Relations, and Political Theory.   
 
Students accomplish this goal by taking introductory and “pre-major” classes at the 
1000 through 3000 level. 

 

2. Gain deeper knowledge of the scholarly literature in one of the four major fields.  
 
Students accomplish this goal primarily in courses at the 4000 and 5000 level, although 
2000- and 3000-level courses may also contribute to this knowledge base. 

 

3. Become familiar with debates about theories, research methods, and substantive issues, 
and learn to engage and assess contributions to the literature.  
 
Students accomplish this goal primarily in courses at the 4000 and 5000 level, although 
3000-level courses may also contribute to this knowledge base. 

 

4. Develop analytic and critical thinking skills that will enable them to rigorously evaluate 
competing arguments and to appraise value-based claims.   
 
Students accomplish this goal primarily in courses at the 4000 and 5000 level, although 
1000-, 2000- and 3000-level courses may also contribute to this knowledge base. 
 

 

Political science majors will acquire a knowledge foundation and an array of skills enabling them to 

pursue a wide variety of professional and leadership roles and to become responsible and well-informed 



citizens.  We prepare our students for post-graduate studies in numerous areas including public policy, 

international affairs, law, business, and political science.  Our department’s challenging and supportive 

learning environment gives students the confidence to assume progressively greater initiative and 

independence through their undergraduate years and beyond. 

 

 

The charts below provide graphic information showing the relationship of our primary undergraduate 

major requirements [the field distribution and focus area] and courses, both in general and individually, 

to our Program Learning Goals.  First, our pre major courses are categorized according to a level index 

and the goals that they fulfill.  Second, the “field distribution” is categorized by the goals it fulfills.  Third, 

the “focus area” is categorized by the goals it fulfills.  Third, courses are categorized generally by level 

and by goals fulfilled in each level.  Finally, a list of all undergraduate courses, including number, 

abbreviated title, field [for cross reference to the field and focus requirements], and programs goals is 

attached. 

Level Index  A= Basic  

B= Higher-level Introductory 

C=Broad-based Advanced 

D=Focused Advanced 

 

PROGRAM LEARNING GOALS 

Pre-Major 

Courses 

Goal # i Goal # ii Goal # iii Goal # iv 

 Polit Sc 1100 

A 


  



   

 Polit Sc 1200 


  



   

 Polit Sc 1300 


  



   

 



Polit Sc 2150 

B 



   


 



   

 Polit Sc 2300 

   


 



   

 Polit Sc 2400 

   


 



   

  
    

 Field 

Distribution 



   



 



 



 

   
    

 Focus Area 

 



   



 



 

   
    

 Course levels 
    

 1000 

A 



      
 

 2000 

B 



   



 




 

 3000 

B 



   



 



 



 

 4000 

C 




   



 



 

 5000 

D 




   



 



 

 

       

 



       

       

       

Semester # Title Field Goal 1 Goal 2 Goal 3 Goal 4 

Level A 

      1100 Introduction to American Politics American Politics √ 

  

√ 

1105 American Political Controversies American Politics √ 

  

√ 

1165 Introduction to Politics American Politics √ 

  

√ 

1200 Introduction to Comparative Politics Comparative Politics √ 

  

√ 

1300 Global Politics International Relations √ 

  

√ 

Level B 

      2150 Voters & Elections American Politics √ √ 

 

√ 

2194 Group Studies American Politics √ √ 

 

√ 

2300 American Foreign Policy International Relations √ √ 

 

√ 

2367 Contemporary Issues in American Pol American Politics √ √ 

 

√ 

2400 Introduction to  Political Theory Political Theory √ √ 

 

√ 

2496 Study at a Domestic Institution Variable √ √ 

 

√ 

3100 American Politics & Policy Making American Politics √ √ √ √ 

3115 Introduction to the Policy Process American Politics √ √ √ √ 

3170 Political Psychology American Politics √ √ √ √ 

3191 Internship American Politics 
 

√ √ √ 

3220 Politics of the Developing World Comparative Politics √ √ √ √ 

3420 Political Theories of Democracy Political Theory √ √ √ √ 

3430 Political Theories of Freedom Political Theory √ √ √ √ 

3440 Political Theories of Justice Political Theory √ √ √ √ 

3450 Ethics and Public Policy Political Theory √ √ √ √ 

3460 Global Justice Political Theory √ √ √ √ 

3549 Survey Research in Political Science Political Theory √ √ √ √ 

3596 Nationalism & Ethnicity Comparative Politics √ √ √ √ 

3596H Honors Nationalism & Ethnicity  Comparative Politics √ √ √ √ 

3780 Data Literacy & Data Visualization Variable √ √ √ √ 

3905 Political Manipulation American Politics √ √ √ √ 

3910 Identity Politics International Relations √ √ √ √ 

3912 Pol Leadership American Politics √ √ √ √ 

Level C 

      4110 American Presidency American Politics 

 

√ √ √ 

4115                    Bureaucracy & Public Policy                   American Politics 

 

√ √ √ 

4120 US Congress American Politics 

 

√ √ √ 

4123 Political Crisis & Reform American Politics 

 

√ √ √ 

4125 American State Politics American Politics 

 

√ √ √ 

4126 Ohio Politics American Politics 

 

√ √ √ 

4127 City Politics American Politics 

 

√ √ √ 

4127H Honors City Politics American Politics  √ √ √ 



4130 Law & Politics American Politics 

 

√ √ √ 

4132H Supreme Court Decision Making American Politics 

 

√ √ √ 

4135 American Constitutional Law American Politics 

 

√ √ √ 

4136 Civil Liberties American Politics 

 

√ √ √ 

4137 Politics of Legal Decision Making American Politics 

 

√ √ √ 

4138 Women & the Law American Politics 

 

√ √ √ 

4139 Gun Politics American Politics 

 

√ √ √ 

4140 Black Politics American Politics 

 

√ √ √ 

4145 Asian American Politics American Politics 

 

√ √ √ 

4150 American Political Parties American Politics 

 

√ √ √ 

4152 Campaign Politics American Politics 

 

√ √ √ 

4160 Public Opinion American Politics 

 

√ √ √ 

4162 Religion & American Politics American Politics 

 

√ √ √ 

4164 Political Participation & Voting Behavior American Politics 

 

√ √ √ 

4165 Mass Media & American Politics American Politics 

 

√ √ √ 

4170 Gender & Politics American Politics 

 

√ √ √ 

4175 Women, Government & Public Policy American Politics 

 

√ √ √ 

4190 Political Decision Making & Public Policy American Politics 

 

√ √ √ 

4191 Internship American Politics 

 

√ √ √ 

4192 Policy Analysis American Politics 

 

√ √ √ 

4193 Individual Studies American Politics 

 

√ √ √ 

4200 Politics of Modern Democracies Comparative Politics 

 

√ √ √ 

4210 Politics of European Integration Comparative Politics 

 

√ √ √ 

4212 Dictatorship to Democracy Comparative Politics 

 

√ √ √ 

4214 Northern European Politics Comparative Politics 

 

√ √ √ 

4216 East European Politics Comparative Politics 

 

√ √ √ 

4218 Russian Politics Comparative Politics 

 

√ √ √ 

4219 European Political Development Comparative Politics 

 

√ √ √ 

4225H Democracy in Muslim Majority Countries Comparative Politics 

 

√ √ √ 

4230 Chinese Political System Comparative Politics 

 

√ √ √ 

4231 China: State & Society Comparative Politics 

 

√ √ √ 

4232 Contemporary Politics of South Asia Comparative Politics 

 

√ √ √ 

4235 Japanese Politics Comparative Politics 

 

√ √ √ 

4236 Southeast Asian Politics Comparative Politics 

 

√ √ √ 

4240 Latin American Politics Comparative Politics 

 

√ √ √ 

4241 Special Topics in Latin American Politics Comparative Politics 

 

√ √ √ 

4242 Incomplete Democracies Comparative Politics 

 

√ √ √ 

4249 Domestic Politics of International Conflict Comparative Politics 

 

√ √ √ 

4250 African Politics Comparative Politics 

 

√ √ √ 

4250H Honors African Politics Comparative Politics 

 

√ √ √ 

4262 New Religious Politics Comparative Politics 

 

√ √ √ 

4270 Canadian Political System Comparative Politics 

 

√ √ √ 

4280 State & Economy Comparative Politics 

 

√ √ √ 



4282 Politics of Income Inequality Comparative Politics 

 

√ √ √ 

4285 Comparative Politics of the Welfare State Comparative Politics 

 

√ √ √ 

4300 Theories of International Relations International Relations 

 

√ √ √ 

4305 International Theory International Relations  √ √ √ 

4310 Security Policy International Relations 

 

√ √ √ 

4315 International Security & Causes War International Relations 

 

√ √ √ 

4318 Politics of International Terrorism International Relations 

 

√ √ √ 

4320 Strategies for War & Peace International Relations 

 

√ √ √ 

4326 Russian Foreign Policy International Relations 

 

√ √ √ 

4327 Politics in the Middle East International Relations 

 

√ √ √ 

4330 Global Governance International Relations 

 

√ √ √ 

4331 United Nations System International Relations 

 

√ √ √ 

4332 Politics of Globalization International Relations 

 

√ √ √ 

4335 International Environmental Pol International Relations 

 

√ √ √ 

4380 Political Analysis of Intern’l Econ Relations International Relations 

 

√ √ √ 

4380H Honors Pol Analysis of Intern’l Econ Rel International Relations  √ √ √ 

4381 Comparative International Pol Economy International Relations 

 

√ √ √ 

4420H Debating Democracy Political Theory 

 

√ √ √ 

4450H Politics & Ethics Political Theory 

 

√ √ √ 

4455 Human Rights Political Theory 

 

√ √ √ 

4460 American Political Ideas Political Theory 

 

√ √ √ 

4465 Feminist Political Theory Political Theory 

 

√ √ √ 

4553 Game Theory for Political Scientists Political Theory 

 

√ √ √ 

4591 Seminar in Public Policy American Politics 

 

√ √ √ 

4597.01 International Cooperation & Conflict International Relations 

 

√ √ √ 

4597.02 Political Problems of the Contemp World Comparative Politics 

 

√ √ √ 

4597.03 Gender & Democracy in Contemp World Comparative Politics 

 

√ √ √ 

4780 Thesis Research Colloquium Variable  √ √ √ 

4781 Data Analysis in Political Science I Variable 

 

√ √ √ 

4782 Data Analysis in Political Science II  Variable 

 

√ √ √ 

4891 Topics in American Politics American Politics 

 

√ √ √ 

4892 Topics in Comparative Politics Comparative Politics  √ √ √ 

4893 Topics in International Relations International Relations 

 

√ √ √ 

4894 Topics in Political Theory Political Theory 

 

√ √ √ 

4895 Topics in Public Policy Public Policy 

 

√ √ √ 

4910 Business-Government Relations American Politics 

 

√ √ √ 

4910H Honors Business-Government Relations American Politics 

 

√ √ √ 

4920 Politics in Film & Television American Politics 

 

√ √ √ 

4920H Honors Politics in Film & Television American Politics 

 

√ √ √ 

4940 Politics of Immigration Comparative Politics 

 

√ √ √ 

Level D       

4998 Undergraduate Research variable 

 

√ √ √ 

4999                 Thesis Research Non-honors                           Variable 

 

√ √ √ 



4999H Thesis Research Honors Variable 

 

√ √ √ 

5124 Urban Politics American Politics 

 

√ √ √ 

5140 Ethnic Politics in American Cities American Politics 

 

√ √ √ 

5411 Ancient & Medieval Political Thought Political Theory 

 

√ √ √ 

5412 Early Modern Political Thought Political Theory 

 

√ √ √ 

5413 19th Century Political Thought Political Theory  √ √ √ 

5414 20th Century Political Thought Political Theory 

 

√ √ √ 
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